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LUTHERAN CHURCH

Faith Lutheran Church builds up the body of Christ by 
making disciples, offering new beginnings and new life 
through the Gospel of Christ.

 •  Fellowship to build up one another in love

 •  Assemble regularly for worship and sacraments

 •  Intercede in prayer on behalf of one another

 •  Teach the truth of God’s Word

 •   Help people in our community and beyond by 
witnessing, inviting, and serving
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[THE SECOND SUNDAY IN]



ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREET ONE ANOTHER and SHARE THE PEACE

OPENING HYMN #357  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (sts. 1–4)

Divine Service I
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION  pg. 151

INTROIT  Ps. 105:4–8; antiphon: Is. 40:3b
[P]  In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
[C]  Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
[P]  Seek the Lord and His strength;
[C]  Seek His presence continually!
[P]  Remember the wondrous works that He has done,
[C]  His miracles, and the judgments He uttered,
[P]  O offspring of Abraham, His servant,
[C]  Children of Jacob, His chosen ones!
[P]  He is the Lord our God;
[C]  His judgments are in all the earth.
[P]  He remembers His covenant forever,
[C]  The word that He commanded, for a thousand generations.
[All]  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
[P]  In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
[C]  Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

KYRIE  pg. 152

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY  pg. 156
[All]  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 11:1–10
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 

from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, 
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be 
in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide 
disputes by what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the 
poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike 
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt of his loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened 
calf together; and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear 
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who 
shall stand as a signal for the peoples — of him shall the nations inquire, 
and his resting place shall be glorious.

This is the Word of the Lord.
[C]  Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE  Romans 15:4–13
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 

that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement 
grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ 
Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God.
 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show 
God’s truthfulness, in order to confi rm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, “Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your 
name.” And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” And 
again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.”
And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to 
rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” May the God of hope fi ll 
you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope.

This is the Word of the Lord.
[C]  Thanks be to God.



[please stand]

ALLELUIA and VERSE  pg. 156
[C]  Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 3:1–12
[P]  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
[C]  Glory to You, O Lord.

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who 
was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths 
straight.’”
 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around 
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all 
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and 
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to fl ee 
from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do 
not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 
Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fi re.
 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming 
after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fi re. His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, and he will clear his threshing fl oor and gather his wheat into the 
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fi re.”

[P]  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
[C]  Praise to You, O Christ.



APOSTLES’ CREED
[C] I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucifi ed, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
and the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON HYMN #344  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

SERMON  Rooted in Hope

OFFERING

OFFERTORY #805  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
[P]  Lord, in Your mercy,
[C]  Hear our prayer.



LORD’S PRAYER (SONG) 
  Our Father,  (echo)
  Who art in heaven,  (echo)
  Hallowed be Thy name.  (echo)

  Thy kingdom come;  (echo)
  Thy will be done  (echo)
  On earth  (echo)
  As in heaven.  (echo)

  And give us this day  (echo)
  Our daily bread,  (echo)
  And forgive our sins  (echo)
  As we forgive others,  (echo)

  And lead us not  (echo)
  Into temptation,  (echo)
  But deliver us  (echo)
  From evil,  (echo)

  For thine  (echo)
  Is the kingdom  (echo)
  And the power  (echo)
  (All)  And the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

  Our Father,  (echo)
  Who art in heaven,  (echo)
  Hallowed be Thy name.  (echo)
  (All)  Hallowed be Thy name.

BENEDICTION  pg. 166

CLOSING HYMN #361  O Little Town of Bethlehem 

[silent prayer]



Today:
Greeters: Kevin + Paige Buck
Reader: Dean Hixson
Ushers: Ushers: Usher Antonio, H.Schweitzer, Moffett
Acolyte: Noah Hanselman

Wednesday (Decdnesday (Decdnesday ember 11):
Greeters: Bev + Dwaine Merriman
Reader: Mark Schweitzer
Ushers: Ushers: Usher Sparenberg, Ballsrud, Hillier
Acolyte: Aubree Dannaman

Next Sunday (December 15):
Greeters: Dave + Linda Trimble
Reader: David Remmert
Ushers: D.Ushers: D.Usher Kunde, Phil +Carol.Blankenburg
Acolyte: Caroline Maxwell

Attendance last Sunday:
 Worship: 87

Adult Bible Study: 13
 Sunday School:
  Elementary 4
  Middle School 1
  High School + 3
Offering last Sunday:

General Fund $2,266.00

Offering last Sunday:
General Fund: $2,122.00
Loose Change $9.97

 Building Fund $260.00

December Elder: Don Davison

The Chime Choir will rehearse today and again on Dec. 16 after the worship 
service. We will decide later about our last rehearsal before playing again on 
Jan 5, 2014.

Website: Janelle has revamped the church website faithmonticello.org! It now 
has a link to the church calendar as well as information about our church and 
activities. It can be viewed from mobile devices as well. Thank you to those who 
have already provided pictures, please continue to send pictures to the church 
email address so that they may be added to the  website. Look for more additions 
to the website in the near future.

Out Door Nativity Pageant Tonight! Prepare to be touched by the true gift of 
Christmas! Peace Lutheran Church of Thomasboro is excited to celebrate and 
share the Good News of Christ’s birth through the performance of a live, Outdoor 
Nativity Pageant. Come by anytime between 4:00 and 7:00pm to see the 
Pageant and be sure to take part in the free food, drinks and children’s activities 
inside the church. 
Directions: From U.S. Route 45, turn West into Thomasboro and follow the road side 
luminaries to 200 West Arnold St.

Happy Birthday to Mackenzie Bell (Dec. 9), CJ Davison (Dec. 13) and Ashley 
Dannaman (Dec. 14)!

Happy Anniversary to Mark + Elaine Schweitzer (Dec. 12)!

ANNOUNCEMENTS



Pastor Kurtis Bueltmann
offi ce 217-762-9235
cell 920-299-6912

Occasionally other pastoral duties may interfere with the regular offi ce hours. 
Please call pastor’s cell phone if there is ever a need.

Pastor’s regular offi ce hours:
Monday 9:00 – 11:00 am
Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Wednesday 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 – 11:00 am

Today
 11:00 am Chime Rehearsal (following worship service)
 2:30 pm Christmas in the Chapel at Lincoln Christian University
Tuesday

8:00 am Circuit Pastor’s Meeting
 12:00 pm Chamber of Commerce Meeting

Wednesday
 9:45 am Ministerial Alliance Meeting
 5:30 pm Advent Dinner

6:30 pm Music Rehearsal
 7:00 pm Advent Service
 7:30 pm Council Meeting (following Advent service)

Next Sunday
 8:45 am Sunday School + Adult Bible Class

10:00 am Worship
        First Reading  Is.35:1–10Is.35:1–10I

Epistle  James 5:7–11
Gospel  Matt. 11:2–15

 6:00 pm Confi rmation Class
 6:00 pm Youth Group

Wednesday, December 11Wednesday, December 11Wednesday, December
 5:30 pm Advent Dinner
 7:00 pm Advent Service
 7:30 pm Council Meeting (following Advent service)

Wednesday, December 18Wednesday, December 18Wednesday, December
 5:30 pm Advent Dinner

6:30 pm Music Rehearsal
 7:00 pm Advent Service

Tuesday, December 24
 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Children’s Program

Tuesday, December 31
 6:00 pm New Year’s Eve Candlelight Service

CALENDAR OF EVENTS


