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LUTHERAN CHURCH

Faith Lutheran Church builds up the body of Christ by 
making disciples, offering new beginnings and new life 
through the Gospel of Christ.

 •  Fellowship to build up one another in love

 •  Assemble regularly for worship and sacraments

 •  Intercede in prayer on behalf of one another

 •  Teach the truth of God’s Word

 •   Help people in our community and beyond by 
witnessing, inviting, and serving

Christmas
DECEMBER 

Christmas
DECEMBER 2

Christmas
29

Christmas
9, 201

Christmas
, 2013

Christmas
3

Christmas
[THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER]



ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREET ONE ANOTHER and SHARE THE PEACE

OPENING HYMN #366  It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
[P]  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
[C]  Amen.
[P]  Beloved in the Lord!  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us.
[C]  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
[P]  Let us then draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
grant us forgiveness.

[Silence for refl ection on God’s Word and for self-examination.]

[P]  Almighty God, merciful Father,
[All]  We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

rebelled and grieved Your Holy Spirit. We have sinned against You 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. But I am heartily sorry for 
my sins and sincerely repent of them. Forgive us our sins, renew us, 
and lead us. Amen.

The 1st Sunday 
after Christmas

DECEMBER 29, 2013

We believe that it is a great privilege to attend the Lord’s Supper. We believe that in the Lord’s 
Supper we receive the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given for us Christians 
to eat and drink. In this Holy Supper we are given forgiveness of sins and assurance of God’s 
love in Christ. Holy Communion also expresses our oneness in Biblical doctrine. Because this 
is true, we ask that only those who have the same understanding of the Lord’s Supper partake 
of this Sacrament. Even if you are not partaking in this Sacrament, we invite you to come 
forward to receive a blessing.  Please indicate your desire to receive a blessing by crossing your 
arms in front of you. Also, please note that grape juice is available in the center circle of the 
tray for those who cannot have wine. May God bless your worship with us here at Faith and 
may your faith in Christ be strengthened.



[P]  The Lord has granted us great goodness according to his compassion, 
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.  He has become 
our Savior.  When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem us, so that we 
might receive adoption as His children.  As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I announce the grace of God to 
all of you.  Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

[C]  Amen.

INTROIT  Jer. 31:15–17; antiphon: Hos. 11:1
[P]  When Israel was a child, I loved him,
[C]  And out of Egypt I called My son.
[P]  Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah,
[C]  Lamentation and bitter weeping.
[P]  Rachel is weeping for her children;
[C]  She refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are 

no more.”
[P]  Thus says the Lord: “Keep your voice from weeping,
[C]  And your eyes from tears,
[P]  For there is a reward for your work, declares the Lord,
[C]  And they shall come back from the land of the enemy.
[P]  There is hope for your future, declares the Lord,
[C]  And your children shall come back to their own country.”
[All]  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
[P]  When Israel was a child, I loved him,
[C]  And out of Egypt I called My son.

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY 
[P]  The Lord be with you.
[C]  And also with you.

[All]  O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in 
the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human 
nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to 
be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.



OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 63:7–14
I will recount the steadfast love of the Lord, the praises of the Lord,

according to all that the Lord has granted us, and the great goodness to 
the house of Israel that he has granted them according to his compassion, 
according to the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, “Surely 
they are my people, children who will not deal falsely.” And he became 
their Savior. In all their affl iction he was affl icted, and the angel of his 
presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he 
lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. But they rebelled and 
grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself 
fought against them. Then he remembered the days of old, of Moses 
and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the 
shepherds of his fl ock? Where is he who put in the midst of them
his Holy Spirit, who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses,
who divided the waters before them to make for himself an everlasting 
name, who led them through the depths? Like a horse in the desert,
they did not stumble. Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit 
of the Lord gave them rest. So you led your people, to make for yourself a 
glorious name.

This is the Word of the Lord.
[C]  Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE  Galatians 4:4–7
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you 
are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
[C]  Thanks be to God.

[please stand]

ALLELUIA and VERSE



HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 2:13–23
[P]  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
[C]  Glory to You, O Lord.

 When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his 
mother, and fl ee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 
 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed 
to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfi ll 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem 
and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the 
time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfi lled what 
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
 “A voice was heard in Ramah,
   weeping and loud lamentation,
   Rachel weeping for her children;
   she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”
 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and 
go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” And 
he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he 
withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and lived in a city called 
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfi lled: “He 
shall be called a Nazarene.”

[P]  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
[C]  Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

SERMON HYMN #389  Let All Together Praise Our God  (sts. 1–5)

SERMON  The Celebration Continues

OFFERING



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
[P]  Let us pray to the Lord, 
[C]  Lord, have mercy.

LORD’S PRAYER  [spoken together]
[C] Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD and PAX DOMINI 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN #370  What Child Is This 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN #358  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  (sts. 1–6)

BENEDICTION 

CLOSING HYMN #387  Joy to the World 

[silent prayer]



Tuesday, December 31
 6:00 pm New Year’s Eve Candlelight Service

Next Sunday
 8:45 am Sunday School + Adult Bible Class

10:00 am Worship: Loose Change Sunday
   First Reading  1 Kings 3:4–15
   Epistle  Eph. 1:3–14
   Gospel  Luke 2:40–52
 6:00 pm Confi rmation Class
 6:00 pm Youth Group

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today:
Greeters: Jegg + Brianna Gregg
Reader: Jean Ballsrud
Ushers: Ushers: Usher Merriman, Hanselman Family
Acolyte: Caroline Maxwell

Tuesday (Tuesday (Tuesday New Year’s Eve):
Greeters: Doug + Wendy Kunde
Reader: Carol Blankenburg
Ushers: Ushers: Usher M.Fruendt, R.Wright, Ballsrud
Acolyte: Aubree Dannaman

December Elder: Don Davison
January Elder: Doug Kunde

Reminder: The 2014 Annual Voter’s meeting is scheduled immediately following 
church on Sunday January 12th. There are 2 agenda items on the agenda…
1)Discuss and approve 2014 New Board Members and Offi cers and  
2) Review, discuss and vote on 2014 Annual Budget. Look forward to seeing as 
many members as possible attend.

Happy Birthday to Renée Fruendt (Dec. 29), Cora Sowinski (Dec. 30) and Hannah 
Remmert (Dec. 30)!

Attendance last Sunday:
 Worship: 92

Adult Bible Study: 9

Offering last Sunday:
General Fund  $7,840.00



Pastor Kurtis Bueltmann
offi ce 217-762-9235
cell 920-299-6912

Occasionally other pastoral duties may interfere with the regular offi ce hours. 
Please call pastor’s cell phone if there is ever a need.

Pastor’s regular offi ce hours:
Monday 9:00 – 11:00 am
Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Wednesday 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 – 11:00 am


