
LUTHERAN CHURCH

New beginnings. New life.

FAITH LUTHERAN
New beginnings. New life.

New beginnings. New life.
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Faith Lutheran Church builds up the body of Christ by 
making disciples, offering new beginnings and new life 
through the Gospel of Christ.

 •  Fellowship to build up one another in love

 •  Assemble regularly for worship and sacraments

 •  Intercede in prayer on behalf of one another

 •  Teach the truth of God’s Word

 •   Help people in our community and beyond by 
witnessing, inviting, and serving
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREET ONE ANOTHER and SHARE THE PEACE

OPENING VERSICLES
[P]  This is the day which the Lord has made;
[C]  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
[P]  From the rising of the sun to its setting,
[C]  The name of the Lord is to be praised.
[P]  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
[C]  Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.
[P]  Prepare the way of the Lord.
[C]  Make His paths straight.
[P]  Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 

righteousness.
[C]  Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.
[P]  From the rising of the sun to its setting,
[C]  The name of the Lord is to be praised.
[All]  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

OPENING HYMN #342  What Hope! An Eden Prophesied 

 1 What hope! An Eden prophesied
  Where tame live with the wild;
  The lamb and lion side by side,
  Led by a little child!

[P]  The fi rst candle of the Advent wreath is called the Prophecy Candle 
or the Candle of Hope. It reminds us of how God spoke to His people 
through the prophets, offering them the hope of a Savior. It also 
reminds us of the faithfulness of God’s promises, so that we can live in 
hope.

[Advent candle is lit while the congregation sings]

 2 A shoot will sprout from Jesse’s stem,
  A branch from David’s line,
  A Prince of Peace in Bethlehem:
  The fruit of God’s design.
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[P]  Paul writes in Romans 15:  “For I tell you that Christ became a servant 
to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confi rm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for His mercy. As it is written,

[C]  ‘Therefore I will praise You among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name.’
[P]  And again it is said,
[C]  ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.’
[P]  And again,
[C]  ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol Him.’
[P]  And again Isaiah says,
[C]  ‘The Root of Jesse will come, even He who arises to rule the Gentiles; in 

Him will the Gentiles hope.’
[P]  May the God of hope fi ll you with all joy and peace in believing, so 

that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”

 4 Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord,
  Lost Paradise restore;
  Lead past the angel’s fl aming sword —
  Come, open heaven’s door.

[P]  Let us pray:
[All]  O Immanuel, Jesus Christ, desire of every nation, Savior of all peoples, 

come and dwell among us. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 7:13–14
And [Isaiah] said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you 

to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.”

EPISTLE  Hebrews 2:1–4
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, 

lest we drift away from it. For since the message declared by angels 
proved to be reliable and every transgression or disobedience received a 
just retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? 
It was declared at fi rst by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who 
heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various 
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.



HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 2:8–12
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the fi eld, keeping 

watch over their fl ock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were fi lled 
with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be 
a sign for you: you will fi nd a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 

RESPONSORY
[P]  Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch.
[C]  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness.
[P]  He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land.
[C]  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness.
[P]  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
[C]  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness.

APOSTLES’ CREED
[C] I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucifi ed, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
and the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



SERMON HYMN #394  Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 1 Songs of thankfulness and praise,
  Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
  Manifested by the star
  To the sages from afar,
  Branch of royal David’s stem
  In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
  Anthems be to Thee addressed,
  God in man made manifest.

 2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
  Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
  And at Cana wedding guest
  In Thy Godhead manifest;
  Manifest in pow’r divine,
  Changing water into wine;
  Anthems be to Thee addressed,
  God in man made manifest.

 3 Manifest in making whole
  Palsied limbs and fainting soul;
  Manifest in valiant fi ght,
  Quelling all the devil’s might;
  Manifest in gracious will,
  Ever bringing good from ill;
  Anthems be to Thee addressed,
  God in man made manifest.

 4 Sun and moon shall darkened be,
  Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall fl ee;
  Christ will then like lightning shine,
  All will see His glorious sign;
  All will then the trumpet hear,
  All will see the Judge appear;
  Thou by all wilt be confessed,
  God in man made manifest.

 5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord,
  Present in Thy holy Word—
  Grace to imitate Thee now
  And be pure, as pure art Thou;
  That we might become like Thee
  At Thy great epiphany
  And may praise Thee, ever blest,
  God in man made manifest.

SERMON  Signs



OFFERING

PRAYER  pg. 265
[P]  In peace let us pray to the Lord:
[C]  Lord, have mercy.
[P]  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
[C]  Lord, have mercy.
[P]  For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let 
us pray to the Lord:

[C]  Lord, have mercy.
[P]  For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
[C]  Lord, have mercy.
[P]  For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord:
[C]  Lord, have mercy.
[P]  For those who labor, for those whose work is diffi cult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
[C]  Lord, have mercy.
[P]  For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
[C]  Lord, have mercy.
[P]  For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord:
[C]  Lord, have mercy.
[P]  Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord:
[C]  Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
[P]  Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take 
them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives on reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

[All]  Amen. I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 
would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 
keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 
soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may 
have no power over me. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER  [spoken together]
[C] Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
[P]  Let us bless the Lord.
[C]  Thanks be to God.
[P]  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

bless and preserve you.
[C]  Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #358  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  (sts. 1–5)

 1 “From heav’n above to earth I come
  To bear good news to ev’ry home;
  Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
  Whereof I now will say and sing:

 2 “To you this night is born a child
  Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
  This little child of lowly birth
  Shall be the joy of all the earth.

 3 “This is the Christ, our God Most High,
  Who hears your sad and bitter cry;
  He will Himself your Savior be
  From all your sins to set you free.

 4 “He will on you the gifts bestow
  Prepared by God for all below,
  That in His kingdom, bright and fair,
  You may with us His glory share.

 5 “These are the signs that you shall mark:
  The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
  There you will fi nd the infant laid
  By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”



Pastor Kurtis Bueltmann
offi ce 217-762-9235
cell 920-299-6912

Occasionally other pastoral duties may interfere with the regular offi ce hours. 
Please call pastor’s cell phone if there is ever a need.

Pastor’s regular offi ce hours:
Monday 9:00 – 11:00 am
Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Wednesday 1:00 – 3:00 pm
Thursday 9:00 – 11:00 am


